
   

What is in that muck brought up from the 
floor of the waters at Big Break?  With the 
help of our sponsors and a grant from REI 

the DSC was able to bring children and adults out to Big Break to learn just what was down 
there below the water.  Scientist from the Marine Science Institute, with the help of the chil-
dren, pulled muck up onto the pier and sifted through it, with their hands, to see what critters 
were in the muck.  Crabs, clams and lots of worms were found that day in the mud.  While 
the young students had a nice day out by the water they also learned a great deal about 
Plankton, invertebrates, cephalopods and other organisms that keep the Delta water thriving.   

     While some participants couldn’t pull themselves away from the activities conducted by 
the Marine Science Institute others could be found at the East Bay Regional Park District 
table looking through the microscopes and painting fish to take home. 

     All ages enjoyed the day.  Watch the DSC 
web site for future Science Day dates. 

Science Day at Big Break 

     Freedom High School 
Students have been testing  
water from the Marsh 
Creek Watershed and the 
Delta since 2002 with their 
Science Instructors.   The 
students use some of the 
most modern tools practi-
cally available and follow 
testing protocols developed 
by California and Federal 

agencies in order to maxi-
mize educational opportuni-
ties and comparability of 
data with other groups  

  Data is compiled each year 
so new students can continue 
the study to show improve-
ment or deterioration of wa-
ter quality in the Delta 

High School Students Test the Water 
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Each year the DSC sponsors two cruises on the RV Brown-
lee which is owned and operated by the Marine Science In-
stitute.  One cruise is specifically for 5th grade students in 
Oakley who do not have the chance to participate in the 
weekday cruises.  The other cruise is for families with chil-
dren and adults of all ages participating.  A cruise of the 
Delta is always nice but when combined with the science 
activities it is a perfect day for enjoying the water and learn-
ing.   

      

Thanks to our sponsors and a grant from Pacific Gas and Electric, the DSC 
was able to publish a 2009 calendar.  Each month depicts a picture of some 
aspect of the Delta with an explanation of what it is and how it affects the 
Delta.  Pictures and explanations included a clam shell dredge, levees, 
bridges, a cormorant, a heron, owls, wetland grasses, rip rap and more.  
Calendars were given to each 5th grade student in Oakley and Brentwood.  
Providing funds are available, the DSC plans to print enough  2010 calen-
dars to distribute to all 5th grade students in east county.   

DSC Sponsors Brownlee Cruises 

Delta Science Center 2009 Calendar 
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The California Bay Delta is the most important but least understood California resource.  The purpose of 
the DSC is to provide educational opportunities, at all education levels, about the Delta and its resources.   

To give to the DSC:  Mail your check or money order to:  DSC,  P.O. Box 8, Oakley, CA  94561 

The Delta Science Center is a 501 c(3) non profit corporation.  Donations to the DSC are tax deductible according to 
law.   


